Live, Raw, Real: Producing One-Take Online Music

Videos

There's a wave of raw, demolike one-take music videos with an unmistakable live feel
sweeping the web, and some savvy event flmmakers have thrown their hats into thering.
Here we look behind the scenes of Bill Grant's boneshow and Jet Kaiser's One Take Shows,
and get their spin on this new, viral field-recording phenomenon.

By Liz Merfeld
Posted on January 18, 2012
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If you want your MTV, then move along; this article isn’t for you. But stick around
if you're intrigued by the prospect of watching or producing genuine homespun,
documentary-style short films of roots/Americana musicians performing their songs.

“You had me at documentary-style,” you say? Well, it gets better. Turns out that producing these little
labors of love—and you better sincerely love indie musicians (meaning, more often than not, struggling
musicians) to take the time—can be a rewarding diversion to your wedding or event filmmaking and a
great way to apply your ability to capture the moment and get great shots the first time to a whole different
sort of undertaking.

There’s a wave of these unproduced, demolike, one-take music videos sweeping the web, and some of
your fellow wedding filmmakers have caught on. It started, we’re told, way back in April 2006, when
Vincent Moon (real name: Mathieu Saura), a young filmmaker from Paris, conspiring with Chyrde, creator
of popular French music website La Blogotheque, filmed songs guerrilla-style “to go” (as opposed to
shooting in a standard concert setting) and then uploaded them to the website for mass consumption.

The result was Take-Away Shows, a collection of more than 100 music videos featuring prominent indie
rock artists from all over the world performing ad hoc in the apartment balconies, poorly lit cafes, and
alleyways of Paris. Most are intimate, single-take recordings of acoustic performances.

Birth of the boneshow

“I was instantly struck by the power and immediacy of the performances | saw
[on La Blogothéque] and realized that | could bring that to the ‘small’ musician
as a promotional tool,” recalls Bill Grant of South Carolina’s Caveat Films.
With his wife, Mary, a photographer, Grant shoots dozens of weddings yearly.
He’s also a lifelong musician, and after watching Moon’s Take-Away Shows
and seeing the alchemy achieved despite minimal budget and editing, Grant’s
love of music prompted him to start his own series, dubbing it the boneshow.

.+ Bill Grant

“My goal with the boneshow was to bring the local musician and national
artist on the same plane and focus on performance and musicianship over
studio perfection,” he says. Since February 2009, Grant has shot 85 one-take
videos, starting with friend and “local legend” Danielle Howle. Many
performers are local to South Carolina, but boneshow has also featured
national acts such as Amy Ray.

boneshow56 from Steve Nathans-Kelly on Vimeo.

Page 1 of 3 next »

0 comments Sort by Newest

ONO

SEARCH STREAMING MEDIA PRODUCER

=) streamin IIIH' FREE
-~ media - Online

CONNECT _Event

FEBRUARY 25-27,2025 ——

The Streaming Industry’s
Largest How-To Onllne
Event Serles—' <

MAGEWELL"

POPULAR | ARTICLES NEWS

TOP 10 MOST POPULAR ARTICLES



http://www.facebook.com/StreamingMedia
http://www.facebook.com/StreamingMedia
http://twitter.com/StreamingMedia
http://twitter.com/StreamingMedia
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Streaming-Media-Events-2972181
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Streaming-Media-Events-2972181
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuJDCtq-UjWAL0I8C5Qg-K2ffFOSXcjOZypGCFl3b4h0RQ3-i2HV1ZXLgto6hT8Apq8D6w9oWVodsr6YIMQ56k7ZuoxEAJMsPulsjb8TA3_g1Buu9HstSwahgxuHN4vbbnRpNP6XadBEoLy8_m-136d4KgcEnYUfyqXZGAsnwmD07pFYL8lLoGt6Bsph1UtcDWKWabcE_Ad6EHGx1A2bxtx01ql6Q4IuwxsoR-umgwjRv1ElYrAJFK3uOGMPLvqCLiFhINl9sZiLA2sVkeR1KVRDlmXZy8PUSQOJBZOst_QyqeBpCgNakCTpfNtbD64h_WznVeytJsbY5xykhGaWevHMCqYU7MVYyA8U49CQjsQQSakDSCucuuSg1G3U-mwz3IL79g-KM3j&sai=AMfl-YQEFmhdyZwRcFPBY5u3khNRrOB5JRy7O5pp9uaBLr0tJKQWJIz7dK3PpZnqjtct6qcPdYTX0iCiJGIXMVuEcUi8us92FXiwS-TIBOGv6bapqZVVwTUMy1RPj37jai82AP8zLQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFOiWF_-c5FP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.streamingmedia.com/Conferences/Connect2025/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuJDCtq-UjWAL0I8C5Qg-K2ffFOSXcjOZypGCFl3b4h0RQ3-i2HV1ZXLgto6hT8Apq8D6w9oWVodsr6YIMQ56k7ZuoxEAJMsPulsjb8TA3_g1Buu9HstSwahgxuHN4vbbnRpNP6XadBEoLy8_m-136d4KgcEnYUfyqXZGAsnwmD07pFYL8lLoGt6Bsph1UtcDWKWabcE_Ad6EHGx1A2bxtx01ql6Q4IuwxsoR-umgwjRv1ElYrAJFK3uOGMPLvqCLiFhINl9sZiLA2sVkeR1KVRDlmXZy8PUSQOJBZOst_QyqeBpCgNakCTpfNtbD64h_WznVeytJsbY5xykhGaWevHMCqYU7MVYyA8U49CQjsQQSakDSCucuuSg1G3U-mwz3IL79g-KM3j&sai=AMfl-YQEFmhdyZwRcFPBY5u3khNRrOB5JRy7O5pp9uaBLr0tJKQWJIz7dK3PpZnqjtct6qcPdYTX0iCiJGIXMVuEcUi8us92FXiwS-TIBOGv6bapqZVVwTUMy1RPj37jai82AP8zLQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFOiWF_-c5FP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.streamingmedia.com/Conferences/Connect2025/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssus8D8b_Pbs4y3mugXjvZ6q82n6mkhdhW3wEhhQn4lnKAEYjKIrwXQ2CEyCEeIcyHqI9dql71F-WOdO4M7fN58CNCwIkMSvgGlKtAQG111PHndCAONtpxCkecznki26CKMLFcHYTmeWvfNWcPBFaC_YVNTrSYe9JouvfxDEIC8HfhGxIbX7pCSlLPGYFdGxmWtyMFetH-pgJ-3j9sml_QRWVrmBHlfoVbbSEksogZ-o67BllhVM2B7CahhPYv2oUHksD-7iRkQ65rg6UXbo9QKus5-NIb_AkkPF6PSEKt2ulvkI5bj7A7HAq4z6eb2tBVUFuzn9G_jQiJDsJH8UKom9aZb1er6S7SXDNfscFGeqEs-j6As4KgD0YTpdzHHzHs&sai=AMfl-YSTb7eUKJQJGn1Ix_jngGDy1av-R95t6VwyhWio7m3CrCL1jjGonCw9aKfUg2VfSYPZEJKhEBS9o0GPH9OzO_lKcHME0iaDsaM25XStg739DLGhNo425k4X1_oYP2YdhKty6A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMEbPv_fDGvn&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.magewell.com/products/usb-capture-hdmi-4k-pro%3Futm_source%3DStrMedPr%26utm_content%3DSMP-USBPro-100%26utm_campaign%3DSMP-USBPro-100
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssus8D8b_Pbs4y3mugXjvZ6q82n6mkhdhW3wEhhQn4lnKAEYjKIrwXQ2CEyCEeIcyHqI9dql71F-WOdO4M7fN58CNCwIkMSvgGlKtAQG111PHndCAONtpxCkecznki26CKMLFcHYTmeWvfNWcPBFaC_YVNTrSYe9JouvfxDEIC8HfhGxIbX7pCSlLPGYFdGxmWtyMFetH-pgJ-3j9sml_QRWVrmBHlfoVbbSEksogZ-o67BllhVM2B7CahhPYv2oUHksD-7iRkQ65rg6UXbo9QKus5-NIb_AkkPF6PSEKt2ulvkI5bj7A7HAq4z6eb2tBVUFuzn9G_jQiJDsJH8UKom9aZb1er6S7SXDNfscFGeqEs-j6As4KgD0YTpdzHHzHs&sai=AMfl-YSTb7eUKJQJGn1Ix_jngGDy1av-R95t6VwyhWio7m3CrCL1jjGonCw9aKfUg2VfSYPZEJKhEBS9o0GPH9OzO_lKcHME0iaDsaM25XStg739DLGhNo425k4X1_oYP2YdhKty6A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMEbPv_fDGvn&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.magewell.com/products/usb-capture-hdmi-4k-pro%3Futm_source%3DStrMedPr%26utm_content%3DSMP-USBPro-100%26utm_campaign%3DSMP-USBPro-100
https://www.streamingmedia.com/Producer/Articles/ReadArticle.aspx?ArticleID=80026&PageNum=2
https://www.streamingmedia.com/Producer/Authors/5538-Liz-Merfeld.htm
https://www.streamingmedia.com/Producer/Articles/ReadArticle.aspx?ArticleID=80026&PageNum=2
http://http//www.blogotheque.net/
http://caveatfilms.com/
http://vimeo.com/17155500
http://vimeo.com/user1684893
http://vimeo.com/
javascript:btnRC1('rcBot','1')
javascript:btnRC1('rcBot','2')
javascript:btnRC1('rcBot','3')

Live, Raw, Real: Producing One-Take Online Music

Videos

There's a wave of raw, demolike one-take music videos with an unmistakable live feel
sweeping the web, and some savvy event flmmakers have thrown their hats into thering.
Here we look behind the scenes of Bill Grant's boneshow and Jet Kaiser's One Take Shows,
and get their spin on this new, viral field-recording phenomenon.

By Liz Merfeld
Posted on January 18, 2012

ONO

SEARCH STREAMING MEDIA PRODUCER

« previous Page 2 of 3 next »

Folked Up! (in Terre Haute)
Jet Kaiser, an Indianapolis videographer who runs Jet Kaiser Films with his wife, Danielle, specializes in
cinematic wedding films but was similarly inspired by Moon’s avant-garde approach. “| have been a fan of
[Take-Away Shows] since the beginning,” he says. Jon DaCosta, a Terre Haute, Ind., musician, was also a
follower of Take-Away Shows and wanted to make a few of his own.

He teamed up with videographer Patrick Boggs (who happened to be DaCosta’s multimedia professor in
college) to start up the series known as Folked Up! (in Terre Haute). After watching the first few videos
they produced, “l knew that | wanted on board,” remembers Kaiser. He contacted Boggs and shot his first
video in September 2009. A dozen shoots later, Kaiser decided to broaden his focus, expanding beyond
the city limits of Terre Haute and exploring musical genres outside folk. He started his own company, One
Take Shows, in August 2010.

One Take Shows BTS from Steve Nathans-Kelly on Vimeo.

Sound and Vision

As you can probably guess, one-take videos owe much of their magic to happenstance. Ambient noises
and imperfect lighting only add to the appeal, and editing after the shoot is minimal and precise. “Editing a
video that is mostly one take is usually a very short and simple process. Audio mixing is the most time-
consuming part, especially if there is a large number of mics and musicians,” Kaiser says. “Coloring is
important to our films. Each show is uniquely colored to fit the artists’ personality, environment, season,
and, most importantly, the song. Color can greatly embellish the emotion of the performance.”

Elementally, the video is dictated by the impromptu atmosphere. “I have never lit the shoots at all. | try to
take advantage of darkness and shadows and, consequently, what light is available and choose my
locations wisely,” Grant explains. Kaiser has shot by the light of the setting sun or the spotlight of a street
lamp in a variety of locales. “One may notice while watching our videos that the acoustics reflect the
location, whether it be in a back alley or an old cathedral,” he says, adding that he uses only the audio
captured on the shoot and, in fact, encourages musicians not to rehearse. “I want my music films to be
raw in all aspects including the performance, the visuals, and the sound.”

This passion for raw authenticity is echoed in Grant’s fourfold definition of boneshow—the four tenets that
set these videos apart from his wedding videography. “I have a few rules that | generally apply to every
boneshow. One: No prerecorded overdubs. No fixing. Two: No cuts. It has to be one continuous shot from
beginning to end. Three: One camera. | don’t want any tricks to pull focus from the live nature of it. Four:
Portable. Either the camera or the artist should be completely portable. My goal is not to be tied to
electricity. | have floated the idea of a car DC inverter or battery-powered amp, but everything should be
live and ambient.”

Grant calls the improvisational elements of these shoots pleasantly “exhilarating,” recognizing that he has
very little control over how the shoot ends up. “The attraction of this is the ability to control the input but
not necessarily the output. In boneshow #4 we walked into an old barber shop in middle of the city and
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Kaiser experiences a similar sense of exhilaration during the process. “Shooting these shows gives me a
rush, and I've joked in the past that | think sometimes | go the entire song without breathing. | use a
custom shouldermount rig, which helps me stay somewhat steady while capturing the dynamic range of
shots throughout the performance. The camera becomes a part of me and almost acts as a curious

Current Digital Edition
spectator.”

One Take Shows from Steve Nathans-Kelly on Vimeo.

Both filmmakers frequently rely on the Canon EOS 5D Mark Il, famously adaptable to low-light situations
and night shooting. Grant favors a Canon XH A1 for its image stabilization and XLR inputs. For audio
recording, Grant uses two Sennheiser G2 wireless setups, two Zoom H2s, and an array of other mics to
capture ambient noise. Kaiser mics the performers with lavaliere and wireless mics, and he also uses the
5D’s shotgun mic, mainly as a sync reference in Final Cut.
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Taking the Shows on the Road
After the videos are complete, they are available online for fans to view and as a promotional resource for
the featured musicians. Kaiser equates the process of shooting his One Take Shows to the rise of a
nascent independent musician using digital DIY means. “We are in an age where a talented, small-town
band can produce an album on a laptop and use online marketing to climb the ladder to success. | love
this! I think that true talent and originality now has a chance to rise to the top and compete with the
mainstream, cookie-cutter artists like never before. | think these one-take music videos give bands like
this an opportunity to show off their capabilities without dumping thousands of dollars into a music video
that sometimes conceals the artist’s true talent.”

Yet emerging artists usually keep their day jobs before rising to stardom. Despite the growing attention
paid to lo-fi one-take videos on such major music websites as Pitchfork and Stereogum and the increasing
prominence of bands such as Phoenix or Bon Iver showcased in Take Away Shows, neither Kaiser nor
Grant harbor any illusions about what’s in it for them. As Grant puts it: “ would say that doing music video
in general should be a love thing first. You must love it or it makes no sense. Approach every project from
the perspective of whether you want to do it or not. Judge the music. Make it reflect your personality or it
won’t make you happy. And with what little money is involved, it must make you happy creatively.”

Kaiser agrees. “Using video to tell unique, emotional stories rooted in love has always been my way of
manifesting an inner drive to create. It seems as if One Take Shows was destined to be created
considering my love of film, music, and challenges.” He encourages like-minded filmmakers to reach out
to bands in their area and offer to shoot a video for free. The viral nature of online video works to promote
both the musician and the filmmaker, and word-of-mouth has led to an onslaught of inquiries to One Take
Shows.

Kaiser is looking ahead optimistically: “There are a few nationally recognized artists that I'd like to work
with in the future. | see a bright future for One Take Shows.” Conversely, nearly a hundred boneshows in,
Grant is fine-tuning his approach, focusing on maximizing exposure for the artists he’s already shot and
scouring the internet and airwaves to discover “diamonds in the rough.” Though he is developing Grant
Digital Media, which is intended to manage corporate and commercial projects, he won’t be giving up on
his boneshows anytime soon. “boneshow has been a very fulfilling and enlightening experience for me,
and | have Vincent Moon to thank for the idea. | knew that it would work from the first frame of the first
shoot, and | hope | can keep it going as long as there are artists who truly play their own songs.
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